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‘iII Aggressive,
. Rabid Dogs Can
Be Euthanised’

AmitAnand.C
Etimesofindia.com

: New Delhi: Holding that con-
t stitutional balance must tilt in
i favour of human life if it clas-
¢ hes with welfare of animals,

supreme Court Tuesday sir-

: ongly reaffirmed its Nov 2025
1 order to remove stray dogs fr-
: om public institutions and sp-
i aces— hospitals, schonls, coll-
i eges,playgrounds — noting th-
¢ atdogbite cases have asswmed

an “alarming proportion™,
It directed govt to take all
legally permissible measures

! to control the problem, inclu-
: ding euthanasia in cases invol-
! ving rabid, incurably ill or de-
:  monstrably dangerous dogs.

“The right guarantesd un-

i der Article 21 of Constitution
¢ ..stands at the highest pedes-
i tal of constitutional protec-

tion, and casts upon the State

kil . . _ BEi#&% B |}
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“ The right to live with dignity
under Art 21...2ncompasses

right of every cittzen to move
freely and access public spaces
withoulconstant apprehension

of physical harm, attachm
BHpEUre fo
events such as dog bites

cannot be elevated to comfer_.
unqualified right of existence

The scheme of ABC Rules, 2023...

upon such animals.. particularly

in spaces where considerations of

public safety assume significance =
=5C bench iﬂi |

sc won’t budge: Human life -
paramount strays must go

% o

Activists welcome &
guestion verdict

l here was mixed reaction :
amonganimal welfaregro-
ups and activists, with some
saving the SC verdict would gi- :

ve & push for sclentific imple-

mentation of the ABC fi-
amework, while others said it
could lead to “arbitrary remo-
val of community dogs”. Ove
rall, activists welcomed SC's

emphasis on accountability of
civicagencies and govis, PS5

MCD drags its feet on pmmlses to court

I :IJ:-.spl teits many promises before SC, in s Oct 2025 affidavit,

o implement measures to curb the city's stray dog popula-

tion and prevent incidents of conflict. the Municipal Corpora-

tion of Delhi has moved at a sluggish pace, reports Yibha

Sharma. For instance, work has not started on the Dwarks

shelter it proposed to house aggressive dogs. Of the 735 feeding
points identified, sign boards have come up only for 28.P5

an affirmative, non-negotiab-
le and continuing duty to take
all expedient, effective, pre
ventive and legally permissib-
le measures..fo secure citi-

zensagainst threats to life and

safety arising from stray dog
attacks” a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta
and NV Anjariasaid.

»‘Survival of fittest', P 5

Delhi govt must help,

support MCD: RWAs

l esidents” Welfare Associa.
tiens in Delhi welcomed
the order but wondered how -

the directions would be imple-

mented, given the lack of in-
frastructure, sheltersand ma- :

npower to handle the probl-

em. The BWAs demanded that
Delhi govt support and moni-
tor the implementation inste-

ad of leaving the responsibili-

ty entirely to MCD.PS /



ME iﬁml .Th{" Nﬂm“.-".'lldll.':\ Bl B iR e = r©r " H
1ndia‘sgpmﬂl$:: membership in an expanded UN security council | P IIJ

" City tops 46°C on torrid Tuesday;
scorching days ahead, warns IMD
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i New Delhi: Temperatures g ] "t .
. toppeds6degroes Catseveral o agl W . Delhi power dfm;":
- ¢ placesonatorrid Tuesday the R diy AT e I
- | season’s hottest day in Delhi, ' 8 Eur]?]?sptg;z-ed?n:nd sgur
1§ with the punishing prospect yelnLs .
., | of a woeklong spell of broi- E /ged to 7,776 MW at 3.30pm
1 | ling heat in store. The met de- Tuesday, the highest so far
7 © partmenthassoundedorange this year This was signifi-
. alerts for heatwave condi- cantly higher than the corre-
: tions across the city till May sponding peaks recorded till
25 reports Knshagra Dixit. May 19 in the previous two ye-
Themercury crossed heat- ars. Nationally power de-
| i wave thresholds at multiple mandtln{rkedana]l_-tjmehigh
— i pAt48.2°C,UP's Banda Blazing sun and searing loo winds ggridﬁgéjﬁsﬁfahdﬂrm-gptiel;&
fé . tops heat chart again, P11  forced people to take cover
1, : spots— DelhiRidge loggeda spell of blazing, dry weather  pollution. The minimum was
o : scorching 465 degrees C, inthenextfewdayswithlittle 28.2 degrees C at Safdarjung,
r- © Mungeshpur 461 and Ayana- respite—unlike Aprilandthe two notches above normal,
ed ! gar 455. Base station Safdar-  first half of May when wes- while Rajghat logged 31.2 deg-
! jungwasat451degreesC,4.7 tern disturbances and dust rees C, satisfying ‘warm
k- : notchesabovenormal. storms brought relief. night' criterion of maximum
pi- : This was thecity’s first he- AQI deteriorated to ‘po-  temperature over 40 degrees
sc- : atwaveday in May in two ye-  or’, prompting the CAQM  and minimum at least 4.3not-
: ars and the second this sea- toimposeGrapstagel. Whi- chesabove normal
: son. IMD warned that there-  le not restrictive, it imposes
! gion faces an unforgiving preemptivemeasurestocurb  »MNo May heatwave in"25, P 2
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Stray
Pledge, Slow To Implement
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Plans: Quick To -
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Shelter F ' ing Points Non-Starters &
or Aggressive Dogs, Feeding PoInts Non-starters .
Vitsha Sharmg, bk
oo ; CAN STERILISE | «=
Nﬁ" n‘ﬂ‘m: h.11uh|.|:|“] G 13 ABc CEHTRES s
Doration of Delhis (e “P Tu- 9'{ DOGS FER MnHTH Al
oA o e s o
i CoTmamiiments il ‘
Lt““:ﬂgzrmlﬁngmm Co- o= ﬁﬁﬂ{.;at'mme n:::' 3’::;5
Papulation and redure e SETewiyTial - ppulation v Douned 3 In 2024, the “
dents of human-animal con, 10 LAKH Dethi number i
mﬂ:.?“remmrdﬂmgi:h. reported was ashigh | matil
CT was pamong the firss 57173 desy as 44,9 scale
fo Ciwic hoddies in e bite cases In till Aug truck
to submit an affidavii before alone SO
the apax eonert in Ot 2025, de- i
tailing messtres taken or pro. medi
posad to tackle the problesm. 138137 alaan
Among its ke¥ promises 2024-2% RS
Was the establishmient of g Sherilisation MO
dog shelter in Sector 23, ronbars elal w
Dwarka, to hoes aggressive reveal the ICITELE
or ferocious dogs, Mo work encriiy af npos
has started at the identified ehalfange modit
site despite visits by mem- Fram Ape 2025 T
bers of the deliberative wing to Mar 2026 | valod
of MCD, along with other ofTi- 1,01,394 | theur
cials, inthe past. dogs steriised OO
Thefirstsnchfasility inthe
city is propased on A ZEACTe T I
plot where an animal birth T s g SRRSO BACD i
control (ABC} cantre sblresty | in locations sachas SLo0 sy desianganem el tve | ]y
functional, Tha shelier is ex- Bahini, Timarpur, Dwarka, HEA-3] #3337 exining ve sienlsion centw .
pescited {o houise over LS00 dopgs Tughlagahad, Usmanpur, oo |
at a time. After approval from | Ejjwasan, etc. for sterilisation SOME PLANS STUCK, OTHERS [N PROGRESS e
the MCID commissioner, the | gnd immunisation of strays > Work on dog shehers at ciiipging on stray not started yet Wﬁ l
public health depariment &g- Ofthem B et te Dwarka See 29yt to start = Eetimate freseri ﬂ ¥
reed to fund the project, M"“‘h"- arats of projact = it Beta Road, work on engineering dept for rstalling o R
"Homewver, the implemen- a0 | deva loping adoitional kennels for | over 700 feeding boards ShikiL
tation will be carried out by | fecooniion SomANMAl - jeaging dogs after steriisation | > MCD Iooking for space fur r 8
the enjinesring department. Welfie Contol Board started, may tke thes:four setting up a faclity for stray i
It htslﬂﬂ,ﬂatﬂb!ﬂ'ih‘-igﬂ The remaining 13 centres manths te be complited doge collected from institutions. | T ©
which It will takeat least Ve | oop char|ice and ghve anti- = AL Bifwasan, work of adding 14 | or putlic places =l
manths teeompbete construc: rahies o B L Bo kennels may take 8 month > B aia plans o engage NGOs s
thom ard make the site opers- » Project for instalingmicro. | Ror feeding them G
thipnal," an MO odTickal sald,
Despite the corporation as . i
suring the court that it willesd  modaied, anablingsterilisation  allocaed Earlber; funds wers Fu.rr.lu:r mxpand thae Eacilie

up dag-fesding points, | has
yet to finadise the progct. The
department copcerned  bhad
dentified 725 feeding painds in
thee ik, Bl oindy 28 2] griags o
ards have besam Insdalled so 06

To sczle up its sterilisa:
tion programme, MCT) had
proposed in ks affdavit befo
re B0 that 1t would eonstrie
additional kennels ot ffve

amnd immunisetion ol aver L 000
dogs permandh. The process for
imstalling cheds 15 in progress,
and we expect the work to be
complated within a month,"”
another MCD official said

A project for bailding ken-
nalsat the Bela Rosd centre be-
gan only last week and i= &
pactad iotake another thres ta
four months bafore B becomes

ABC ceptres — one éach o fully operstional

Bijwasan, Bela Road and [s- Mo significant progreas

manpur, and twa in Rakind, has bevn reported on a propo-
“To eupedite the ABC pro- snd microchipplng praject for

Erimme, coistrection of Mad.  serays, which alms o create 5

ditianal deg kernale has now
#arted al the Bijwassn sterill.
S Stee run hy Friendivo
o4 ﬁEﬂﬁ..E.nHLHZI.'n'LeEa{:IJ!EH
CUErendly tan house 550 4o GO0
SORY dogs, After XTI,
APl 550 more can be aooom.

™ g

SRt 4L, S e

datzhaseaf starilised and vas.
clrated dogs for beter monin-
ring s managemont, The ve-
terinary department plans to
imittate the endering process
in the curroni Nnancinl yoor,
for which e 20 crore has e

largely restricied oo sberilijcs-
thomdrives, offlcials sald.
MCD currently has 205t
lisadiom cendres, of which 15
are aperated by eight 2G0a.
The remnaining seven are yel 1o
ohiain the mandstory certif
cate of projed recognition
from Akl Welfare Board of
India, "Thae certification is ne-
oessary toverify seevios quali-
ty, staffing and cdbwr operatio-
naleapacities,” anoffledalsald,
In compariscn, New Dulhi
Mumicipal Council {NDBMC)
has sof up 8 dedicated sholter
for eggreasive dogs ot its vels
rinary hospital bn Mot Bagh,
with the facllity capabie ol ha-
uslng up to 30 dogs &t & Ume.
Kennols have bean bullt spsci-
fically for keeping ngprossiva
dogs, and thepe are plans 1o

E L y W - "

Acting on Supreme Court
directions, MDME has earmar
koed 100 designated feeding po-
Inis aprvss 14 clrcles, covering
majar maskets, parks, religions
places and residential colanies.

Oflcinds sald the eourt s di-
recton agabinst fling crien lnal
cases or FIRS against ot offi-
ciils and dog catehers carry-
ing out orders to remove stray = L
dogs from puhlic areas sonkd
help in condweting sterilics.
tion drives more efectively

“The oot has ordered
giriet contempt action against
individuals o arganisations
abstribct ing moand
i T D o o
mmu;i:;qﬁﬂir i
mﬂunwhﬂnmnyingmg e
frives," the afMetal pelded.
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“Mankind Pharma Profit
- Jumps 30% on Chronic
" Therapy Demand in Q4

New Delhl: Mankind Pharma on Tuesday re
ported a 30" Yoo r-mn-year rise in fourth-quarter
profit, driven by strong demand for ehronic the-
raphen and consumer heslthears products, "Tha
drugmaker's consol irlsatestd et profit from contl-
niuing operations rove 1o v crore for this (uaAr-
v ended Mareh 81, compa ristl with 2425 crore 4
| yeareariber. Revenuge from operations Incressed
| rwesarly 12% to T A4 Crore.

Brokerags: Motilal (yawal wald Mankind Phar
mia's domestic for mulations busineds i ina ' revl-
val mode”, with March yrowth of
11.5%, ahead of the Indlan phar
macentical  market's 10,6
yrowth, T'he moméntum wis lid
by chronic theraples guch o car-
s and anth d abestes treatments,
Thepharma I'he brokerage uddcdesd that the
company’s COMpianY's recovery ws alded by
revenue from Improved wiles esctition follo
operstions  wingn reorganisation of its feld
grow nearly ais bt [ also noted that Man-
1% kind's aequisition of Bharat Se
t’:rlm: rumsinid Visceines has moved be

yond  Initial  Intsgration chal

Jsmygaons el I neyws ded lveer Ing wtronger gre wth,
(b resstal s comes wddd nombxed sarnings sen
son for Inddan drugmikers, Reulers
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/A fungal infection that iS © ge well soon? A blood test
trapping Indians quietly :

Rirgworm sfrain
dizcovered kere in
2020 has spread
everywhere and is
silently colonising
paetehes of skin
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National Arthritis

R Awareness Month

When o see a doctor for

joint pain?
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Prevent osteoarthritis
early
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Weight: It's impact on joint

health
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Joint health problems: Rising across

all ages
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Simple lifestyle changes can prolect your

joints
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fter an enocmous strapee, we
Arm:.l Eove iy & small ssep

ownrds the Truch; bowever,
the irvisible hand helpang s will never
Fil s, Suaeh was the kslied of (5
scferitist Madamne Carie. On theone
arnd. we fpce sersous challenpes in
every walk of lifeamd ontheolther
0Ly mental CRpeCSIy odaa) with ihem
erpands enarmaushy with every barr|et
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fﬁ\/lercurj?&to stay above 43°C,
could touch 46C
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Aaditya Khatwanl )
aad iya khatwani Bhindusiantises om

NEW DELHI: Delhi s likely to get
hotter still this week, with tem-
peTatunes to touch 46°C
on Wednesday. the India Mete-
oralogical Department [IMD)
said on Tuesday, as it issued
arange alerts warning of heat-
wave like conditions for six
straight days.

The forecast came cven as the
maximum temperature at the
Rafdarjung station — the base
wearther station for Delhi —
soared n45.1°C, the highest yet
this year and 4.7C above normal
for this time of the year,

The oppressive heat also
browghit with it uncharacteristg-
cally high pollution levels, with
Delhi's air quality index (AQI)
touching 2085 at 4pm, the highest
sinee April 28, according to daga
from the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCE),

The surge prompted the Com-
mission for Alr Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) to enforce Stage 1
anti-pollution measures under
the Graded Responsc Action
Flan (Grap). The highest temper-
ature clocked in the city was at
Ridge station (42.5°C), with Aya-
nagar second (45.5°C), followed
by Lodhi Road (45.2°C).

The daytime mercury this
week is unlikely to fall below
43°C, the weather office said in
its bhalletin. TMD declares a heat-
wave when the maximum tem-

ature exceeds 40°C and is at

least 4.5°C above normal,

Weather experts said the ris-

An elephant being hosed downa
help itcope with the harsh noon

ing temperatures were due to a
lack of continuous weather
activity. “There are no aclive
western disturbances, and no
cyclonle circubations. while dry.
hot winds from the west and
rorthwest are blowing over the
city. Such heatwaves are normal
for the latter half of May and
April, and sometimes early June
as well,” said Mahesh Palawat,
vice president, Skymet Weather,
a private weather forecaster,

Sustained relief, he warned.,
may be several weeks away,

“Usually, temperatures sub-
side a ltle in the second half of
June, as casterly winds from the
Bay of Bengal reach the cicy,”
Palaweat said.

Delhi's peak power demand
on Tuesday alse surged to the
summer’s highest,

Accarding to the city's State
Load Dispatch Centre, the peak
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power demand was 7,7 7MW at
3.30pm, up from a high of
7AW 3t 1111 pm on Monday,

The last tirme Delhi's tempera-
ture reached 46°C wis on May
29, 2024

Grap-1curbs in place
According to CAQM s order, the
air quality is likely 1o get worse
and swing to the far end of the
“poor” zone this wesk.

Under Grap Stage I, agencies
across the National Capital
Region have been directed to
strictly implement polluticn-
gontrol measures and intensify
monitoring to prevent a further
dip in air quality.

The commission has also
issued directions to curbvehiou-
lar polhution caused by vehicles
that are running without valid
pollution under control certifi-
catessaid officials.

this week
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NEW DELHE: To provide reliefto | p
comstruction workers battling
extTeme summer iemperatures
and hearwave condltions, the
Delhi government has decided to |
distribute special “summer kits
to more than 100,000 registered |
constriction workers across the
capital, officials said on Tuesday. | (
The inftiative will be impie-
mented through the DelhiBuild- |
ing and Other Construction | g
Wiorkers Welfare Board —
(Hficials satd the povernment
will spend more than 118 crore
on the scheme. The summer kits | NE
will cantain nine items intended | bre
to protect workers from dehypdra- | (5t
tion and heat-refated illnesses. | Ma;
Thess Include a one-kilogram | aft
packet of satny (ground pulses). | ce
0 packets of ORS, 250 gramsof | figh
glucose, a cotton towel, a sun- | ot
protection cap, a utility bag, a | sal
one-litre steel water bottle, 250
irl of sharbat or SyTUp concen- /
trate, and heat rash powder.
*The kit is aimed at providing | cal
immediate relief and essental | dod
hydration support to registered | Ma
eonsrucnon workers during the | Ser
OEEOITE SUIMITWET SEAs0n,” 4 sen- ;
jor government official said, add- | wa
ing that the distribution process | law
wiould begim shorthy, si
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Sense & Insurance

Irdai is right, insurers should put customers before
shareholders. CEQ incentives are a good place to start

Insurance is a business, but it's no ordinary business. [t exists to

provide financial stability to families when a breadwinner dies,

- and to shield monthly budgets from hospital bills, and cracked
windshields. So, unlike hair salons and cafes, it shouldn’t be
drwep by the profit motive alone. But it is, and not just in India, as
the l::ﬂling of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson in Dec 2024
reminded us. Why don't insurance and greed sit well together?
Bquause an insurer with a profit-first business model isn't above
misselling — pitching unsuitable products to customers — pumping
premiums, and arbitrarily denying claims. And insurance
regulator Irdai has repeatedly flagged these problems in India.

So, Irdai’s new guidance to insurers, tolink CEQ pay to customer
outcomes, is welcome. Essentially, it’s asking insurers to put
customers, not shareholders, first. When CEO pay is linked to how
satisfied customers are—measured by complaints againstacompany

and regulatory breaches - the incentive

structure changes. Greater transparency, -

\* better quality of serviceare keytogrowing
business. In fact, they are pillars of any

u,-" customer-centricbusiness, from cooklesto
cars. Doing business honestly may result

‘ in lower profits this year, but a far bigger
\J, business in five years. Beyond linking
= executive pay to quality of service, Irdai

wants penal clauses, or clawbacks, so that

CEOswho don't deliver have to aurrender someof their remuneration.
Irdai has also expressed concern about upper management
cornering a disproportionate share - up to 14% - of overa
compensation. It says the pay gap between hlgI?est and Jowest paid
CEOs in life insurance is about ¥l6cr, which rises to almost T23cr
in general insurance. Are the highest paid CEODs being rewarded
for delivering chareholder-pleasing results? That seems to be

Irdai’s apprehension. Its 9024-25 annual report shows that
o year, In March,

complaints of missellingrose 14 % over maprwipus
govt said the two main complaints against insurers re
keeping claims pending (15% y, and denying claims withouta reason
(6.5%). An image problem of that kind can slow down insurance
coverage, which has become a necessity as healthcare and other

costs rise. Insurers should pay heed. /
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'World isn’t prepared for
next pandemic

N SUNDAY, the World Health Organisation declared
the Fholaoutbreak in Ugandaand the Democratic Re-
public of Congo a “public health emergency of inter-
national concern”. More than 500 people have con-

nactedﬂleviraldise:aﬁeandaﬂeastlsﬂha:vesuccumbedmllin
ﬂiehmccmntﬂﬁmmemstmnwmmwl{ﬂhaswamad
that the scale of the outbreak is “likely larger” than these figures
suggest. The emergency involves the Bundibugyo strain of the
virus, for which there are no vaccines or therapeutics. The crisis
has assum&fieven graver proportions because the global health
agency’s ability to mount an effective response has been under-
mined by funding cuts, after the US withdrew fromthe organisa-
tion in January, Germany, France, the Metherlands and the UK
have alsoslashed their funding for the agency, forcingit toreduce
its 2026-2027 budget by about 8 per cent. The cuts have reportedly
weakened disease surveillance systems in conflict-ridden areas
such as the Democratic Republic of Congo.

After the Covid pandemic, there was broad agreement that
theworld required abinding intemational framework to respond
to a health emergency. The adoption of the Global Pandemic
Treaty in May last year had generated hope that countries, barring
the US, could come together to forge a robust health-security
architecture, But the trealy Was under stress even before it was
ratified. Rich countries have been reluctant 1o commit to man-

datory technology transfers o binding obligations on sharing
medical resources duringcrises. Developing nations continueto
disuustasystemﬂ]ﬂaﬂuwaduaﬂinaquaﬂuﬁ during the Covid

thelatest repuﬂu[meﬁmbalﬁeparain&ﬁs Monitoring Board —
co-convened by the world Bank and WHO — points out, “the
world is not readyto take on the next pandemic”. The Ebola out-
break is a stark reminder that containing infectious disease

sustained investment in healthcare, scientific cooper-
ation and international collaboration.
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(ﬁbnla—related Deaths Touch
131, WHO Seeks Answers
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